
THE THEORY OF PREACHING
  

LESSON XL.

Ed. Note:  Once more I feel impelled to warn you to take heed to the homiletic principles
put forth by brother Phelps and leave his Calvinistic leanings alone.  Calvinism is an
unbiblical concept that does much violence to the Scriptures in its attempts to prove what
are untenable precepts.  In this section brother Phelps' Calvinism is paraded openly.  I
ask you to please leave his Calvinism alone but feel free to espouse his teachings on
homiletics.
   He was an admirable teacher of homiletic principles, so please remember him in that
light. -  Dr. VBK

Comment on Lesson XL.
   The lesson you are about to study is beneficial for not only its encouragements to
minister to all classes of people, both “high” and “low”; but also for its insight into, and
its giving of, the historical account of the beginnings of the distancing of the “clergy,”
specifically mentioning the clergy of the Presbyterians and Methodists, from the common
people.

    At the time brother Phelps was writing, the dichotomy by lines of class in access, and
usefulness, of religious teachings and preachings, and the acceleration of the promotion
of position and scholasticism over that of practical ministry aimed at all of mankind, was
a dark foreboding of a future that has now come fully to pass in the 21  century.  In ourst

post-Christian culture, here in the United States and in all other countries that once
promoted the gospel worldwide, preeminently England comes to mind along with others,
the effect of the churches on everyday life is now mostly nill.  There are a few bright spots
from time to time when biblical principles are brought up as weapons against, or
hindrances to, the march of ungodliness; but, these are now few and far between.  And the
minions of the devil, because of the atrocious state of affairs in general in the world today,
use the open statements made and stands taken based upon those biblical principles as
weapons against the politicians and activists who make them and/or stand for them. 
Through their manipulations of words and facts and their playing upon the natural lusts
and wants of an unregenerate population, the ungodly manipulators turn those who thus
stand, in the minds of the populace, into apparent  fanatics who are marching against the
progress of mankind, instead of defenders of the rights and responsibilities of mankind
as presented in God’s Word, which are only for the supreme benefit of mankind.

   The historical glimpses given in this chapter into the beginnings of the decline of true
Christianity and the loss of the effectiveness of the pulpit and the churches on the progress
and improvement of civilization is, at the least, interesting and useful; and, at the most,
a clear guide into why and how the world began its determined march in a direction
directly away from God.  A march that has now accelerated beyond belief.   -   Dr. VBK
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Make sure you have the final copies of your Cumulative Summary and Outline nearly completed.  You will be required to submit both of them at the end of the next Lesson.

http://saltlakebiblecollege.org/classes/homiletics.html
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