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LESSON XXXV.
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Read "Ed. Note" on next page before reading this section.
After reading the "Note," return to this page and continue.



Ed. Note:  When reading this section, realize that at the time that brother Phelps was writing, 
most of his hearer were well versed in the Bible.  This, however, is not true today for two reasons: 
     1. In the United States we are now (2011) in a post-Christian era when knowledge of the Bible 

is rare. 
     2. And in many countries, access to the written Word of God and to the preaching of it is very 

small because of the failure of most churches to carry out the command of God for them 
to take the Word of God “unto the uttermost part of the earth.”  (Acts 1:8) 

    Therefore, the lessons taught by brother Phelps concerning making a hackneyed application, 
or not doing so, are to be taken with a “grain of salt.”  Depending on your audience, is it one that 
has been under the preaching of the Word or is it the “normal” audience of today which has had 
little exposure to the Word of God and the preaching of it, what would have been a “hackneyed” 
application in the time of the textbook author would be today a “novel” one.  Most people of 
today, even those who attend church, are woefully ignorant of the Word of God and, therefore, 
any biblical application would be, to most of them, a novel one rather than a hackneyed one. 

    It is the opinion of the editor, based upon the reasons given above, that an application should 
always be made; except on the rare occasion when one is preaching to a group that is believed by 
the preacher to be well versed in the Word of God.  And such groups are extremely rare, even 
when preaching to preachers because so much heresy is rampant in most churches and is believed, 
and preached, by their preachers.  In the case of those kinds of preachers, nearly as much as in 
most other cases, a true, biblical, application would be a novel one, not a hackneyed one, to their 
ears and minds.  Therefore, use of an application should be the overwhelming norm when 
preaching to most audiences.  Non-use of one should be extremely rare.           Dr. VBK 
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Use of a doxology or benediction, or simply closing in prayer, is at the sole discretion of the pastor.  There is no set formula except in the cases of some of the major denominations- all of whom inherited the propensity for using set formulae from their mother, the Roman Catholic Church and the other Catholic and Protestant Churches derived from the Roman mother.
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This line of thought is inherently dangerous because it leads, naturally, to worship of the pastor rather than worship of God.  No matter if the people want it, as brother Phelps teaches here, it is a dangerous trail to allow the people to tread.  The pastor should teach them a better path.  This section may be true, but it is extremely dangerous to allow such beliefs among the people to continue without correction.        Dr. VBK
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