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Editor’s Note:  Two problems are of note here:
1. The word "sacrament" is misused in this section.  It should read “ordinance.”  There is no saving efficacy in the "ordinance" of baptism.  And use of the word “sacrament” when referring to baptism denotes a salvatory practice.  The thought that baptism is a sacrament, that is, part of ones salvation, is one of the leading causes of the unscriptural doctrine of “baptismal regeneration."  Thus, to avoid that heresy, the word here should be "ordinance" not "sacrament."
2. The second problem is that this whole section smacks of “infant baptism” which is a Roman Catholic invention that has no basis whatsoever in the Scriptures.
    We need to understand that, biblically, belief in Christ is the bedrock prerequisite to salvation.  And practice of belief in Christ, accepting Him as Saviour, removes us from the state of condemnation.
  
Joh 3:18  He that believeth on him is not condemned: 
 
   A child, or as the textbook author calls them, “unconscious infants” cannot believe on the Lord Jesus Christ nor call upon Him to save them. (Ro 10:13 & 14) Therefore, they cannot be saved, which is the prerequisite for baptism.  (Acts 2:41; 8:12 )  A child is “innocent” and does not know the difference between good and evil.  Therefore, they are not “saved” nor need they be, but are “safe” because where there is no knowledge of sin there is no imputation of the curse of hell following their physical death.  And even their physical death has no sting because they have not the knowledge of sin.  (Ro 5:13)
 
1 Cor 15:55  O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 
1 Cor 15:56  The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.
 
    Therefore, the textbook author is in error for suggesting that there is any such thing as a Sacrament and for promoting the unbiblical heresy of “infant baptism.”  In our basic First and Second Level courses you learned that millions of Christians were murdered because they refused to believe, or practice, infant baptism and the salvatory efficacy of any Sacrament.  Salvation is by Christ alone and because they believed this, the biblical Christians have always rejected those two Catholic beliefs.  It was only with the Reformation when the Protestant Churches were started to protest Rome that non-Catholics began to practice these two heretical beliefs.  The reason is because they “protested” the Roman brand of Catholicism and started their own Churches practicing “reformed” Catholicism.  And much of the heresies of Rome were brought out when the Protestants were forced by the Roman Catholic Church to break with Rome.  Among these many heresies were the two discussed in this Note, Sacraments and Infant Baptism.  The Christians that were never Roman Catholic nor Protestant Catholic, refused to bow to the doctrinal demands of either group.  For their refusal to believe in and practice these two heresies along with other heresies, some 50,000,000 were murdered down through the millennia by the Roman Catholics and, later, by the Protestant Catholics.  And they are still being persecuted today, worldwide.
 
    The textbook author is a Protestant.  Therefore we will have to include an “Editor’s Note:” from time to time to correct some of the Catholic beliefs still practiced by the Protestants and taught and promoted by them.
Dr. T.E. VanBuskirk











