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   Contrary to what bro. Hiscox has stated in this section, the custom of a group of believers simply deciding to start a church in their area and then doing so is not scriptural.   Yes, they would be a church no matter if anyone else recognized them as such.  However, in Scripture, all churches were started by men sent out from an already established church.  And those churches out of which those men were sent could all trace their lineage directly to the original Church started by Jesus Christ.   Therefore, the only scriptural way to start a church is for a man to be sent out from an already existing church with a lineage traceable back to the original Church started by Christ.  This process is clearly taught in the Scriptures and is the only way a church can have the proper recognition as well as carry the proper authority to baptize with the baptism authorized by Christ which has been passed down from church to church beginning with that original Church.  (See the prerequisite course, The Church.)  Dr. VBK
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