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See Ed. Note on the next several pages for clarity concerning Hell.



Ed. Note: We must disagree with the author on this point that divine punishment must be figurative.  The
torments of Hell cannot be figurative.  And although the Lake of Fire was not mentioned by the author, it must also
be discussed whenever Hell is discussed in order to get the complete picture of Divine Punishment.

Hell is a place of torment perceived as physical.  The mind, indivisible as it is from the soul, only perceives pain
because of its connection to the brain which is the central processing organ of the human body.  The brain processes
all of the sensory input from the body’s nervous system and translates those as gross groupings that we can use. 
Sensations of pain, smooth, rough, hot, cold, thirst, etc., are but some of those gross groupings.  We have certain
built in reactions to certain groupings of sensations and others are learned.  Extremes of hot, cold, or pressure, cause
pain, and we are hard-wired to react immediately to those extremes.  Other reactions, such as a reaction to sensual
touch, can be a combination of built in reaction to the sensation but also involves a measure of learned reaction
through positive reinforcement.

 Scriptural and medical definitions:

Luke 16:19-31

:24  tormented   Gk  @*L<T:"4 (od-dune-oh-mie),to grieve, sorrow, torment

:25   tormented   Gk  @*L<"F"4 (od-dune-a-sigh) to grieve, sorrow, torment

:28  torment   Gk $"F"<@L (bas-an-oo) torture:- torment

:24  flame   Gk  N8@(4 (flogee) a blaze:- flame

The passage in Luke is obviously talking about the perception of acute pain brought on by burning in a flame.

Acute pain (medical definition and explanation):

Acute pain often results from tissue damage, such as a skin burn or broken bone. Acute
pain can also be associated with headaches or muscle cramps. This type of pain usually
goes away as the injury heals or the cause of the pain (stimulus) is removed.

To understand acute pain, it is necessary to understand the nerves that support it. Nerve
cells, or neurons, perform many functions in the body. Although their general purpose,
providing an interface between the brain and the body, remains constant, their capabilities
vary widely. Certain types of neurons are capable of transmitting a pain signal to the brain.

As a group, these pain-sensing neurons are called nociceptors, and virtually every surface
and organ of the body is wired with them. The central part of these cells is located in the
spine, and they send threadlike projections to every part of the body. Nociceptors are
classified according to the stimulus that prompts them to transmit a pain signal.
Thermoreceptive nociceptors are stimulated by temperatures that are potentially tissue
damaging. Mechanoreceptive nociceptors respond to a pressure stimulus that may cause
injury. Polymodal nociceptors are the most sensitive and can respond to temperature and
pressure. Polymodal nociceptors also respond to chemicals released by the cells in the area
from which the pain originates. 

Nerve cell endings, or receptors, are at the front end of pain sensation. A stimulus at this
part of the nociceptor unleashes a cascade of neurotransmitters (chemicals that transmit
information within the nervous system) in the spine. Each neurotransmitter has a purpose.
For example, substance P relays the pain message to nerves leading to the spinal cord and
brain. These neurotransmitters may also stimulate nerves leading back to the site of the
injury. This response prompts cells in the injured area to release chemicals that not only
trigger an immune response, but also influence the intensity and duration of the pain.

This medical definition and explanation is obviously valid only for the time of physical existence and depends
upon the physical existence of the body, including all of the nerves involved and the central processor and collator



for the information supplied by the nerves, the brain.  These then, during physical existence which we call life, give
some type of stimulus to the mind by some unknown connection, whether material or immaterial is not germane
to our discussion, and the mind translates that into the perception of pain.   The mind uses those various stimuli, in
this case pain but we must also include all of the range from pain to pleasure and all of the shades in-between, to
connect it to the physical body and through that body to the material universe- God’s creation- of which the body,
including the nervous system and the brain, is a part.  However, since the mind is not God, then it too must be part
of the creation.  Not considered by the scholars a part of the physical creation but, nevertheless, still part of the
creation.  Since there is a physical creation and a spiritual creation, and the mind is not part of the physical creation,
remember, mind and brain are two separate things, then it must be part of the spiritual creation.  In that sense, then,
we can conclude that it is either the same thing as the soul or at least one is an inextricable part of the other.
  

At death the connection between the immaterial mind and the material brain is severed.  Therefore, the mind is
cut off from those perceptions which are derived from stimuli sent to it from the brain because the brain is dead and
so are all of the nerves that make up the network we call the nervous system that is connected to every part of the
body including the enveloping organ we call the skin, where the nerve endings are present in abundance.  Therefore,
the physical stimuli that are sensed by the nerve endings that are, for our current discussion, caused by tissue being
burnt in a flame, that are then processed and collated by the central processor, the brain, are no longer capable of
having their messages relayed to the mind to enable us to feel that thing that we call pain because the body is dead.
  

Now the question is, how can the rich man in the event recorded for us in the book of Luke express such adamant
insistence that he is being tormented by flame?  As it is put in verse :28, he feels that he is in a place of torture (a
literal translation of the Greek word used.)  And also, incidentally, he insists that he feels thirst.  That his tongue
is “parched,” as we would say; and we can infer from that statement that he believes he has a tongue.
  

:24 “send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue...”
  

How can this be when the body is dead?  And since the body is dead it is not only incapable of sensing the
burning of the flame, but is also incapable of sending sensory messages through the nervous system to that part of
it called the brain; and since it, the brain, is dead and, therefore, is incapable of receiving, processing and collating
the sensory messages and relaying them to the mind, how can the mind of the rich man perceive that he is feeling
acute pain and thirst (“torment... tormented ... cool my tongue”) and is being tortured in the flame?
  

The explanation is actually quite simple.  God is the creator of both the physical and the spiritual realm- the latter
being referred to by many today as the metaphysical realm (metaphysical  def. incorporeal, supernatural) to which
they relegate this thing called “the mind.”

Psychology- mind, the human faculty to which are ascribed thought, feeling, etc.; often regarded as an
immaterial part of a person.

Although there are multitudes of different views concerning mind and soul and whether they are the same thing,
we can find the modern perception summed up in the following quote:

Jose M.R. Delgado writes, "Aristotelian thought has permeated most Occidental philosophical
systems until modern times, and the classification of man's function as vegetative, sensitive,
and rational is still useful. In present popular usage, soul and mind are not clearly
differentiated and some people, more or less consciously, still feel that the soul, and perhaps
the mind, may enter or leave the body as independent entities."

  

Whether mind and soul are the same thing is not germane to our current discussion; but, at the least, that they
are inextricably intertwined is quite obvious.  What is germane is the fact that mind is immaterial but subject to
outside stimuli.  And during its time dwelling in the physical body, all stimuli sent to it come from the physical
creation exclusively through that physical body and the mind’s unexplained connection with that part of the body
called the brain which is the sole processor, collator, and sender of sensory information from the creation through
the nervous system to it.
  

That the mind exists in the rich man in the book of Luke is quite obvious because of the conversation that he is



carrying on and the feelings he is expressing in the story recorded there.  His conversation conveys all of the
necessary elements of mind.

The following are commonly listed as “mental faculties” or faculties of the mind:  thought, memory, imagination,
feeling, perception, emotion (love, fear, hate, joy, remorse, etc.), attention, free-will, consciousness, and others. 
All of these that are appropriate for the situation recorded in Luke ch. 16 are expressed by the rich man.  The
following are just a few examples from the story.

thought - He obviously is thinking in order to carry on a lucid conversation.  He also is using reason.
memory - He speaks of his brothers at home, which denotes memory of them.
imagination - He imagines that they could come to the place of torment where his is.
feeling - He is expressing “feeling” in several ways.  In the physical sense, he is obviously showing personal

consciousness of the pain, “feeling” the pain as we would say.  In addition he is expressing the fact that
he is “feeling,” in an emotional sense of the word, the emotional pain caused by the thought that his
brothers might also come to the place of torment if they did not repent of their sins.

 perception, emotion (fear and also at least a tinge of remorse), attention, free-will, consciousness are also
present in amounts easily perceived through the conversation of the rich man in the story.

 

From just these few expressions of the presence of its faculties, that he still possesses that thing called
“mind” is beyond question.
 

Stimuli:  Since we know that God is the creator of both the material and the immaterial realm, then we can
deduce two things: (1) that stimuli in the material (physical) realm are part of His creation and operate by
the rules  that He has set up for them; and (2) that stimuli in the immaterial realm are also part of His
creation and operate by the rules that He has set up for them.  Further, we can deduce that since He is the
Creator and controller of the processes both material and immaterial that make stimuli possible in their
respective realms, then He is in total control of those stimuli in both the material and the immaterial realm
in all of their operations and manifestations.  In other words, He controls them at all times and in all ways. 
 

We saw earlier that when in the physical body, the mind receives stimuli from the physical creation solely
through that physical body and those stimuli, properly processed by the brain and transmitted to the mind
in some manner as yet unknown, are perceived by the mind as pain, thirst, etc. However, after death the
mind/body connection, however that connection operates, is severed.  We know there are other stimuli
transmitted to the mind from the spiritual realm, from God, while we are in our physical bodies; but, for our
current purposes we are going to concentrate solely on the stimuli that cause pain, thirst, etc., and while in
the physical body those stimuli are solely from the physical realm.
 

Now to return to the question at hand, how can the mind of the rich man in the events recorded in Luke
be feeling tormenting pain and thirst when he no longer has a body!  His body is in the grave and his
soul/mind are in Hell; and there is no slightest suggestion in the Bible that during this period there is any
link between them through which stimuli from the body could reach the mind.  Nor is there any suggestion
that the inert and non-functioning body in the grave is experiencing physical stimuli that could be relayed
to the brain and forwarded to the mind where it could be perceived as pain and thirst.  Nor is there any
physical way it could be sensing those stimuli even if they existed because it is dead, inert, non-functioning
in any way shape or form; i.e., it is inert matter slowly returning to the elements (dirt or dust of the ground
as the Bible calls it) from which it was originally made.
 

Then how can the rich man obviously be feeling these physical sensations?  The explanation is as follows. 
He is not feeling the physical sensations.  He is simply feeling the sensations.  Although the physical stimuli
and processes are absent, it is obvious that his mind is still experiencing stimuli that it is processing as pain
and thirst.  (Research “phantom pain” experienced in a severed limb or organ.)  Since all processes when
the mind was connected to the physical brain, nervous system, and sensors that made a connection between
the creation and the mind, were from the Creator of the physical universe, then we must conclude that the
stimuli the mind of the rich man is receiving in the spiritual realm, which it is processing as pain and thirst,
must also be from the Creator of it.  The mind, it seems from the story in Luke, can only process stimuli in



one way; in this current scenario, its perceptions of acute pain as of burning and thirst.  Where the stimuli
come from is not important, whether from the Creator through the physical Creation or from the Creator
through the spiritual Creation, the end result is the same.  The mind of the rich man is processing the stimuli
the same way in the spiritual realm as it used to process them in the physical realm.  Experientially he cannot
tell the difference.  The pain of burning is pain of burning and the agony of thirst is the agony of thirst no
matter if the stimuli are from the physical part of God’s creation or the spiritual part of God’s creation.  He
believes he has a physical body because the result experienced by him is the same as it was when he did have
a body and experienced pain when he burned himself and thirst when he lacked water.  Only now it is God
supplying the stimuli, in this case a large amount of stimuli, through the spiritual creation to exact Divine
Punishment.
 

This punishment is justly pronounced on the lost man and it is everlasting because the condemnation is
everlasting.  (Mt 25:31-46)  The pain of burning and agony of thirst will continue forever because the
everlasting God will supply the stimuli for them through eternity to come.

Supply of stimuli.
The  everlasting God will supply these everlasting stimuli in two ways.
1. Supply in the spiritual creation.

He will supply the stimuli in the spiritual realm for however long the mind of the lost man is in Hell.
Then at the judgment the body of the lost man will be brought out of the grave, or out of the sea

if he was buried at sea, and his soul/mind will be brought out of the spiritual realm of Hell, which the
mind of the lost man has perceived as physical, and the two will once again be joined together.

The Great White Throne judgment will then take place and the soul/mind once again joined to a
physical body will be cast into the Lake of Fire forever.  (Rev 20:11-15)

2. Supply in the physical realm.
Once the lost are, body and soul, in the Lake of Fire, the Creator, God, will once again supply the

stimuli in a physical way, a lake of fire, and the mind of the lost man will continue processing those
physical stimuli as pain of burning and the agony of thirst exactly as he did the spiritual stimuli in the
spiritual realm.

In closing, we cannot agree with the author that the punishment of God is spiritual and couched in
“figurative” language.  The statements in the scriptures are too literal and in context and by comparison to
other similar scriptures cannot be taken in any other than a literal way.

We do agree that the torments of Hell are, as the author of the textbook stated, “Purely mental”; but,
that they are merely symbolic, or, as he put it, “figurative... expressive of the highest types of joy (Heaven)
and of deepest sorrow (Hell)” are simply not acceptable.  Yes, the divine punishment called Hell is purely
mental but that does not mean it is purely figurative in its description.  The description of the acute pain of
burning and the agony of thirst are experientially real to the sufferer.  Mental, Yes, but nonetheless real to
the one experiencing them.  Although mental and taking place in the spiritual realm, they are indistinguish-
able from the same experience if it were suffered in a physical reality.  The lost man cannot tell the
difference.  The stimuli are there, even though from the spiritual creation, and those stimuli have the same
resultant processing in the mind as they would have if they were from the physical creation.  To the sufferer,
Hell is real, the burning is real, the thirst is real, and to their perception the sufferer believes they have a body
through which they believe these stimuli are being processed and delivered to their mind.  To them Hell is
experientially as real as if they were suffering it in their old physical bodies.

Then, when their mind is delivered from Hell and their bodies from the grave or the sea, and the two are
once again joined, then they will experience the Lake of Fire in the physical.  But to them, there is not, nor
can there be, any difference, experientially, between Hell and The Lake of Fire.  The spiritual stimuli of Hell
and the physical stimuli of The Lake of Fire will elicit exactly the same perception in the mind of the lost



man.  Hell will be exactly as real to them as the physical existence they had before death and The Lake of
Fire will once again see them back in the physical creation to suffer eternally.  Their experience of the
Divine Punishment will be their lot through Hell and The Lake of Fire and it will be forever; and they will
not be able to tell any difference between the two- both will be absolutely real to them.   Dr. VBK


















