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Ed. Note on the pool called Bethesda.
    The general tendency of some to not believe we have the Preserved
Word of God in the KJV, of which the textbook author obviously was
one, unfortunately have fallen for that heresy and that causes them to
deviate quite widely, at times, from the biblical accounts.  In this case
the textbook author tries to seek a natural explanation for what the Bible
plainly describes as a phenomenon of divine authorship carried out by
one of His messengers.  Then, as many well-meaning but errant
believers do, the textbook author tries to label the scripture in question
as an interpolation.  However, scholarly investigation into the scripture
questioned, John 5:4, has repeatedly shown that that particular scripture
has been included in most preserved manuscripts, except for some few
including the Codex Sinaiticus and the Codex Vaticanus.  And those
particular manuscripts are given inordinate weight by the translators of
the New Versions in spite of many of the readings in them being in the
Minority and the thousands of variances between themselves.  Overall,
they both disagree in major portions from the Majority Text, and,
therefore, are not to be trusted.  Even though some MS have not the
verse, the inclusion of it is observed in even the most corrupt of the
English Translations, both today and down through the last 3 centuries,
as well as in the preserved Word of God, the KJV, and very few Bible
scholars still question its authenticity.

    Thus, the verse in question, John 5:4, because it is in the majority of
the extant manuscripts, is obviously not an interpolation of a “very early
popular legend” as is stated by the textbook author but is an account of
an intervention by the messenger of God, an angel, who troubled the
waters and, thus, brought about the healing of the first person who
stepped into the pool during the time of troubling.

    Once one has accepted the inerrant preservation of the Scriptures,
then the account given in the scripture can rightly be viewed as taking
place exactly as given and for the reasons given.    Dr. VBK
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