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HOW beautiful upon the mountains are the

feet: of him that bringeth good tidings,
that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tid-
ings of good, that publisheth salvation; that
saith unto Zion, thy God reigneth ! Thy watch-
man shall lift up the voice ; with the voice to-
gether shall they sing: for they shall see eye
to eye, when the Lord shall bring again Zion.—
Isa. lii. 7, 8.

How then shall they call on him in whom
they have not believed ? and how shall they
believe in him of whom they have not heard?
and bow shall they hear without a preacher?
and how shall they preach except they be sent ?
Aaitis written, how beautiful are the feet of
them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring
glad tidings of good things !—Rom. x. 14, 16.

And he gave some, apostles ; and some, proph-
ets ; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors

* This section will be appropriate to the ordination, desig-
nation, or installation of ministers.
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and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints,
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of
the body of Christ: till we all come in the upi-
ty of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure
of the statute of the fullness of Christ.—Eph. iv.
11-13.

After these things, the Lord appointed other
seventy also, and sent them two and two before
his face, into every city and place, whither he
himself would come. Therefore said he unto
them, The harvest truly is great, but the labor-
ers are few : pray ye therefore the Lord of the
harvest, that he would send forth laborers into
his harvest. Go your ways: behold, I send
you forth as lambs among wolves. Carry nei-
ther purse, nor scrip, nor shoes: and salute no
man by the way.

And into whatsoever house ye enter, first say,
Peace be to this house. And if the son of
peace be there, your peace shall rest upon it;
if not, it shall turn to you again. And in the
same house remain, eating and drinking such
things as they give; for the laborer is worthy
of his hire. Go not from house to house. And
into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive
you, eat such things as are set before you. And
heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them,
The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.




MINISTERS, 91

But into whatsoever city ye enter, and they
receive you not, go your ways out into the
" streets of the same, and say, Even the very dust
of your city, which cleaveth on us, we do wipe
off against you: notwithstanding, be ye sure of
this, that the kingdom of God is come nigh un-
to you. But I say unto you, That it shall be
more tolerable in that day for Sodom, than for
that city.

‘Wo unto thee, Chorazin! wo unto thee, Beth-
saida! for if the mighty works had been done
in Tyre and Sidon, which hath been done in
you, they had a great while ago repented, sitting
in sackcloth and ashes. But it shall be more
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at tbe judgment
than for you. And thou, Capernsum, which
art exalted to beaven, shalt be thrust down to
hell. He that heareth you, heareth me ; and he
that despiseth you, despiseth me; and he that
despiseth me, despiseth him that sent me.

Ana the seventy returned again with joy, say-
ing, Lord, even the devils are subject nnto us
through thy name. And he said unto them, I
beheld Satan aslightning fall from heaven. Be-
hold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents
and scorpions, and over all the power of the en-
emy : and nothing shall by any means hurt you.
Notwithstanding, in this rejoice not, that the
spirits are subject unto you ; but rather rejoice,




92 MINISTERS.

because your names are written in heaven.—
Luke x. 1-20.

Then said Jesus to them again, peace be un-
to you : as my IFather hath sent me, even so send
Iyou. And when he had said this, he breathed
" on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the
Holy Spirit.—John xx. 21, 22.

Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of
Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He
saith unto him, Yea, Lord ; thou knowest that I
love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.
He saith to him again thesecond time, Simon, son
of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him,
Yea, Lord ; thou knowest that I love thee. He
saith unto him, Feed my sheep. He saith unto
him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest
thou me? Peter was grieved because he said
unto him the third time, Lovgst thoume? And
he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things;
thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith un-
to him, Feed my sheep.—JFoln xxi. 15-17.

II.

And Jesus went about all the cities and vil-
lages, teaching in their synagogues, and preach-
ing the gospel of the kingdom, and healing ev-
ery sickness and every disease among the peo-
ple. But when he saw the multitudes, he was
moved with compassion on them, because they
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fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep
having no shepherd. Then saith he unto his
disciples, The harvest trﬁly is plenteous, but
the laborers are few; pray ye therefore the
Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth la-
borers into his harvest.—Matt. ix. 35-38.

And he called unto him the twelve, and be-
gan to send them forth by two and two ; and
gave them power over unclean spirits; and
commanded them that they should take noth-
ing for their journey, save a staff only; no
scrip, no bread, no money in their puarse: but
be shod with sandals; and not put on two
coats. And he said unto them, In what place
soever ye enter into an house, there abide till
ye depart from that place—Mark vi. 7-10.

He that receiveth you, receiveth me; and he
that receiveth me, receiveth him that sent me.
He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a
prophet, shall receive a prophet’s reward; and
he that receiveth a righteous man in the name
of a righteous man, shall receive a righteous.
man’s reward. And whosoever shall give to
drink unto one of these little ones, a cup of
cold water only, in the name of a disciple, veri-
1y, I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his
reward.—Matt. x. 40-42.

And whosoever shall not receive you, nor
hear you, when ye depart thence, shake off the
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dust under your feet, for a testimony against
them. Verily, I say unto you, It shall be more
tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the, day
of judgment, than for that city. And they
went out, and preached that men should re-
pent— Mark vi. 11, 12,

If a man desire the office of a bishop, he “de-
sireth a good work. A Dbishop must then be
blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant,
sober, of good behavior, given to hospitality,
apt to teach ; not given to wine, no striker, not
greedy of filthy lucre ; but patient, not a brawl-
er, not covetous; one that ruleth well his own
house, having his children in subjection with
all gravity ; For if a man know not how to rule
his own house, how shall he take care of the
church of God? Not a novice, lest being lifted
up with pride he fall into the condemnation of
the devil. Moreover, he must have a good re-
port of them which are without; lest he fall
into reproach and the snare of the devﬂ —1
. Tim. iii. 1-7.

III.

Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the
grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things
that thou hast heard of me among many wit-
nesses, the same commit thou to faithful men,
who shall be able to teach others also. Thou,
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therefore, endure hardness, as a good soldier of
Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth
himself with the affairs of this life; that he
may please him who hath chosen him to be a
soldier. And if a man also strive for masteries,
yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawful-
ly. Of these things, put them in remembrance,
charging them before the Lord, that they strive
not about words to no profit, but to the sub-
verting of the hearers.

Study to show thyself approved unto God,
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth. But shun
profane and vain babblings ; for they will in-
crease unto more ungodliness. Flee also youth-
ful lusts ; but follow righteousness, faith, char-
ity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out
of a pure heart. But foolish and unlearned
questions avoid, knowing that they do gender
strifes. And the servant of the Lord must not
strive ; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach,
patient, in meekness instructing those that op-
pose themselves; if God peradventure will give
them repentance to the acknowledging of the
truth; and that they may recover themselves
out of the snare of the devil, who are taken
captive by him at his will.—2 Tim. ii. 1-5, 14—
16, 22-26.

But continue thou in the things which thou



28 MINISTERS.

hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing
of whom thou hast learned them; and that from
a child thou hast known the holy scriptures,
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Cbrist Jesus. All
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness: That the man
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished
unto all good works.—2 Tim. iii. 14-17,

But speak thou the things which become
sound doctrine: In all things showing thyself
a pattern of good works: in doctrine showing
- uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, sound speech,
that cannot be condemned; that he that is of
the contrary part may be ashamed, having no
evil thing to say of you. For the grace of God
that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,
teachingus that, denyingungodliness and world-
ly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and
godly, in this present world; Looking for that
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who
gave himself for us, that he might redeem us
from all iniquity, and purify unto him elf a
peculiar people, zealous of good works. These
things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all
authority. Let no man despise thee.—Z%¢us ii.
1-8, 11-15.
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Giving no offence in any thing, that the min-
istry be not blamed : but in all things approving
ourselves as the ministers of God.—2 Cor. vi. 3-4.

Therefore, seeifig we have this ministry, as we
have received mercy, we faint not; but have
renounced the hidden things of dishonesty,not
walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of
God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the
truth, commending ourselves to every man’s
conscience in the sight of God. For we preach
not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and
ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake.—2 Cor.
iv. 1, 2, b. ¥

IV.

I charge thee therefore before God, and the
Lord Jesus Ohrist, who shall judge the quick
and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom,
preach the word; be instant in season, out of
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-
suffering and doctrine. For the time will come
when they will not endure sound doctrine; but
after their own lusts shall they heap to them-
selves teachers, having itching ears; and they
shall turn away their ears from the truth, and
shall be turned unto fables. But watch thou in
all things, endure affliction, do the work of an
evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.—2
Tim. iv. })—5; ‘
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Ordain eldersin every city; as I had appointed
thee: if any be blameless, the husband of one
wife, having faithful children not accused of
riot or unruly. For a bishop must be blameless,
as the steward of God; not selfwilled, not
soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not
given to filthy lucre; but a lover of hospitality, a
lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate ;
holding fast the faithful word as he hath been
taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine
both to exhort and convince the gainsayers.—
Titus i. 5-9. '

Rebuke not an elder, but entreat him as a
father; and the younger men as brethren. Let
the elders that rule well be counted worthy of
double honor, especially they who labor in the
word and dcctrine. For the secripture saith,
Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth
out the corn. And, The laborer is worthy of
his reward. Against an elder receive not an
accusation, but before two or three witnesses.
Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also
may fear. I charge thee before God, and the
Lord Jesus Christ, and the eleet angels, that
thou observe these things without preferring
one before another, doing nothing by partiality.
Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be
partaker of other men’s sins: keep thyself
pure.—1 Tim. v. 1, 2, 17-22,
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Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eter-
nal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast
professed a good profession before many ‘wit-
nesses. I give thee chargein the sight of God,
who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Je-
sus, who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good
confession: that thou keep this commandment
without spot, unrebukable, until the appearing
of our Lord Jesus Christ: which in his times he
shall shew, who is the blessed and only Poten-
tate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords : who
only hath immortality, dwelling in the light
which no man can approach unto; whom no man
hath seen, nor can see; to whom be honor and
power everlasting. Amen.

Charge them that are rich in this world, that
they be not high-minded, nor trust in uncertain
riches, but in the living God, who giveth usrich-
ly all things to enjoy: that they do good, that
they berich in good works, ready to distribute,
willing to communicate : laying up in store for
themselves a good foundation against the time
to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.
O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy
trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and
oppositions of science, falsely so called: which
some professing, have erred concerning the
faith. Grace be with thee. Amen.—1 Tim. vi.
12-21. :
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. V.

Son of man, I have made thee a watchman
anto the house of Israel: therefore hear the word
at my mouth, and give them warning from me.
When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely
die ; and thou givesthim not warning, nor speak-
est to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to
save lis life ; the same wicked man shall die in
his iniquity ; but bhis blood will I require at thy
band. Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn
not from his wiekedness, nor from his wicked
way, he shall die in his iniquity ; but thou hast
delivered thy soul.

Again, When a righteous man doth turn from
his righteousness, and commit iniquity, and I
lay a stumbling block before him, he shall die:
because thou hast not given him warning, he
shall diein his sin, and his righteousness which
he hath done shall not be remembered ; but his
blood will I require at thy hand. Nevertheless,
if thou warn the righteous man, that the right-
eous sin not, and he doth notsin, he shall surely
live, because he is warned ; .also thou hast deliv-
ered thy soul.—Ezek. iii. 17-21.

‘As every man hath received the gift, even so
minister the same one to another, as good stew-
ards of the manifold grace of God. Ifany man
speak, let him speak as the oracles of God ; if
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any man minister; let him do it as of the ability
which God giveth: that God in all things may
be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be
pra.ise and dominion for ever and ever.—1 Pet.
iv. 10, 11.

Study to show thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not be ashamed, right-
fully dividing the word of truth. But shun pro-
fane and vain babblings ; for they will increase
unto more ungodliness.—2 T'im. ii. 15, 16.

O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto
the house of Israel ; therefore thou shalt hear the
word at my mouth, and warn them from me.
When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man,
thou shalt surely die: if thou dost not speak
to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked
man shall die in his iniquity, but his blood will
I require at thy hand. Nevertheless, if thou
warn the wicked of his way to turn from it ;
if he do not turn from his way, he shall die
in his iniquity ; but thou hast delivered thy soul.
—FEzek. xxxiii. 7-9. _

If thou put the brethren in remembrance
of these things, thou shalt be a good minis-
ter of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words
of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou
hast attained. These things command and
teach. Let no man despise thy youth; but
be thou an example of the believers, in word,

g»
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in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith,
in purity. Till I come, give attendance to
reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.

Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was
given thee by prophecy, with the laying on
of the hands of the presbytery. Meditate on
these things; give thyself wholly to them: that
thy prcfiting may appear unto all. Take heed
unto thyself, and unto the doctrine : continue
in them : for in doing this, thou shalt both
save thyself, and them that hear thee.—1 T%im.
iv. 6, 11-16.

Feed the flock of God which is among you,
taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint,
but willingly: not for filthy lucre, but of a
ready mind ; neither as being lords over God’s
heritage, but being ensamples to the flock.
And when the chief Shepherd shall appear,
ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth
not away.—1 Pet. v. 2-4.

Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature. He that believeth,
and is baptized, shall be saved ; but he that be-
lieveth not shall be damned.—John xvi. 15, 16.

[END LESSON 14| |[ClERIEUton
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